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May 15, 2013

1:00 PM – 8:30 PM

Sonoran Desert and Rock Art (purple line): The Arizona-Sonora Desert
Museum is world-renowned for its collection and interpretation of flora and
fauna of one of the world's most diverse and productive deserts, the
Sonoran Desert. Then, within Saguaro National Park a rock art site known
as Signal Hill, with petroglyphs from Hohokam Culture, will be visited.

Gate's Pass ASDM Signal Hill
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time
1:00 PM 1:40 PM drive to ASDM 0:40
1:40 PM 5:00 PM tour ASDM, yes bathrooms 3:20
5:00 PM 5:30 PM drive to Signal Hill 0:30
5:30 PM 6:30 PM rock art, CCC, wild desert 1:00
6:30 PM 7:40 PM dinner, nopalitos, sunset 7:15, photo, yes bathrooms 1:10
7:40 PM 8:30 PM drive to DoubleTree 0:50

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum--Signal Hill Rock Art
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For a half-century the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum has enchanted
millions of visitors with its exhibits of live animals in astonishingly natural
settings, while intriguing and instructing them with fascinating educational
programs. At the same time, the Museum has gained a worldwide repute in
the scientific community as an institution committed to researching and
protecting the land, plants, and the animals of the Sonoran Desert Region.

The mission of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is to inspire people to
live in harmony with the natural world by fostering love, appreciation, and
understanding of the Sonoran Desert.

In a nutshell
The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is a world-renowned zoo, natural history museum and botanical
garden, all in one place! Exhibits re-create the natural landscape of the Sonoran Desert Region so
realistically you find yourself eye-to-eye with mountain lions, prairie dogs, Gila monsters, and more.
Within the Museum grounds, you will see more than 300 animal species and 1,200 kinds of plants.
There are almost 2 miles of paths traversing 21 acres of beautiful desert.

We are accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and are a member of the American
Association of Museums.

Founded in 1952 by William Carr and Arthur Pack, the Desert Museum is a private, nonprofit
organization dedicated to the conservation of the Sonoran Desert. Our current operations and future
growth are funded entirely by admissions, memberships, contributions and grants.

Annual membership dues ensure the future of the Desert Museum - our work, our programs,
collections and our actual museum site.

Providing educational programming for our community - for children and adults

Conserving the Sonoran Desert environment - protecting native plants and animals

Maintaining and improving the Museum's collections of live plants and animals as well as our
other natural history collections

Supporting ongoing research and advancing scientific understanding of the desert and shaping
people's sense of stewardship

More information about the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum can be found in the following books from
ASDM Press: All About the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum (a great souvenir book), and Arizona-
Sonora Desert Museum: A Scrapbook (full of behind-the-scenes stories).

 

ntroduction

quently Asked
estions

Opportunities

unteer Opportunities

nation Requests

 Collections

 History

ntact Us



 



 















Chef Gary's Nopalitos Horneados
(baked prickly pear pads)

1 pad fresh nopal, the fleshy part of prickly pear cactus

some cooking oil

pinch salt

 

Dethorn and wash (rinse) nopal. Pat dry with paper
towel. Slice or dice as desired. In mixing bowl, add
nopalitos with oil and salt and stir. Place on cookie
sheet and bake at 400º F for 15 minutes. Serve
warm, room temperature, or chilled. Good with tor-
tilla chips or as toppings on other Sonoran dishes.
¡Qué sabroso!
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THE KIVA, Vol. 44, No. 2-3, 1979 

SEEDS, SEASONS, AND ECOSYSTEMS: 
SEDENTARY HOHOKAM GROUPS IN THE PAPAGUERfA 

ROBERT E. GASSER 
Museum of Northern Arizona 

ABSTRACT 

Variability and seasonality in archaeobotanical and archaeo- 
logical remains from three adjacent ecosystems in the Papagueria of 
south-central Arizona are examined in relation to settlement- 
subsistence hypotheses. A three ecosystem model is developed 
which indicates that the Hohokam in the Papagueria were able to 
maintain sedentary villages by utilizing, in different manners, three 
distinct ecosystems. It is suggested that the Hohokam in this desert 
region intermittently maintained agricultural field houses in the 
creosote plains, cacti gathering camps on mountain slopes, and 
permanent villages and fields on major wash flood plains. To some 
extent, sedentarism in the Papagueria depended upon exploitation 
of non-flood plain ecosystems. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Papagueria of south-central Arizona is a vast, riverless desert region 
which was inhabited by the Hohokam for a 1,000 year period ending about 
A.D. 1200. It has generally been assumed that Hohokam sites in the 
Papaguerfa were seasonally occupied in a manner similar to the historic 
Papago bilocational residence pattern. The Papago maintained winter villages 
in the mountains with summer villages along wash flood plains. Papago groups 
also maintained a series of mobile gathering and hunting camps throughout 
the year. Masse (in press) and Raab (1976) have documented large Hohokam 
villages along Gu Achi Wash and Santa Rosa Wash in the Papaguerfa. Their 
size and other archaeological manifestations warrant a closer inspection of the 
possibility of sedentarism in the area. 

The purpose of this research is to examine Hohokam archaeobotanical 
remains and site settlement systems in the Papaguerfa in order to reappraise 
Hohokam settlement there. My analysis indicates that the Hohokam in the 

Papaguerfa were ;able to live in permanent sedentary villages by utilizing, in 
different manners, three distinct ecosystems. For the purposes of this paper, 
an ecosystem is a biotic and abiotic complex of self-sustaining natural systems 
that are distinct from other systems. These three ecosystems are: 1) the 
Cercidium-Cereus community on the upper bajadas of uplifted mountains 
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102 GASSER 

that contains a wide variety of aggregated cacti and tree legumes, 2) wash 
flood plains with dense mesquite bosques, arable land, and available water, 
and 3) creosote plains traversed by small washes that functioned, in part, as 
loci for agricultural field houses. 

This research concentrated on 29 flotation samples from the flood plain 
site of Gu Achi, 8 from a site along Santa Rosa Wash, and another 14 
flotation samples from four sites in the creosote plain (Figure 1). Addition- 
ally, indirect settlement-subsistence data were drawn from Goodyear's (1975) 
study of Hohokam use of the upper bajadas of the Slate Mountains. The 
present research was especially concerned with variability and seasonality 
expressed in the archaeobotanical record. Flotation analysis can document 
subsistence practices as well as indicate the seasons in which retrieved plant 
parts were harvested. Variation in plant remains across the three ecosystems, 
which make up the vast majority of the Papaguerfa, should indicate 
variability in Hohokam adaptation to contrasting ecosystems. 

The basic hypothesis under examination is that no single ecosystem is 
sufficient in and of itself to support permanent sedentary villages in the 
Papaguerfa. Its test implication is that plant food remains from habitation 
loci should contain species from ecosystems other than the one in which the 
habitations are located, indicating necessary "support" from the other 
ecosystems. 

This hypothesis, and others to follow, are viewed in relation to an 
examination of resource diversity, abundance, seasonality, and dependability 
found in the individual ecosystems. An important additional consideration is 
an examination of variability in archaeobotanical food data from Hohokam 
sites in the area (Table 1). Additionally, site activity loci and settlement 
patterns are used as aids in developing a regional perspective. 

The available data rely heavily on three adjacent ecosystems, which have 
recently been investigated by archaeological survey and excavation (Goodyear 
1975; Raab 1976; Yablon n.d.) designed to examine site settlement and 
subsistence patterns. This desert landscape runs from the Slate Mountains in 
the east with an abundant food producing Cercidium-Cereus complex on its 
slopes (Goodyear 1975), west to the Santa Rosa Wash flood plain that is 
dominated by a Prosopis-Acacia riparian habitat (Raab 1976), and further 
west to a Larrea plain that is cut by small washes (Yablon n.d.). These study 
areas, which span a distance of about 15 km, provide a unique opportunity to 
examine subsistence and settlement systems in relation to a diverse 
environment. In addition Gu Achi (Masse, in press; Gasser, in press), a 
Hohokam village on the Gu Achi Wash flood plain about 30 km south of the 
Santa Rosa Wash study area, is included in the analysis. Masse (in press) has 
commented on the remarkable similarity in the Gu Achi and Santa Rosa Wash 
sites. 
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