( GROUP ASSIGNMENT G-2 WOOD KITS
Classifying Wood Samples from Different Types of Trees
 (This is a graded team  assignment worth 5 pts)  

Each Group  Member should  sign your name to indicate  participation      GROUP  # ________




Today’s Group Leader:  ___________________________________

_____________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

_____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

BACKGROUND:     The characteristics that make a tree suitable for crossdating are listed for you on the bottom of page 129 in CLASS NOTES 

PART A:  Match the photos with the proper samples so you know what kind of tree each sample came from.  Here's the key to the codes on the wood specimens, so you know which is which:
	ABCO = White Fir 

Agave = Agave 

BLF = Aspen

Fan Palm = Fan Palm

Little Leaf Palo = Little Leaf Palo Verde

Mes = Mesquite

Mul = Mulberry

NMLocust = New Mexico Locust
	PIPO = Ponderosa Pine 

PIST = White Pine

PP or not labeled = Prickly Pear 

PSME = Douglas Fir 

SAG = Saguaro

SEGI = Sequoia  (BIG specimen!)

SHP2000 = Bristlecone Pine (longaeva=Great Basin)

SiLeafOak = Silver Leaf Oak

	Tree-ring Cores = Lodgepole Pine


PART B:   Pass the specimens around so everyone has a chance to look at them – you will be sharing with another group, so the TA and/or preceptor will ask you to swap specimens with the other group at some point.      Then answer QUESTION #1:

#1.   From the wood samples in your kit, select one that represents a complacent tree and one that represents a sensitive tree.

Complacent tree sample: _____________________________



Sensitive tree example:______________________________

In a few sentences, describe what you observe in the wood to make this designation.                                              HINT:  see pp 128-129 in CLASS NOTES

PART C:    Classify the wood samples into to the following three categories: those trees that are (1) Suitable, (2) Unsuitable, or (3) Possibly Suitable for crossdating and subsequent dendrochronological analysis.  
Then list the common name of the tree (e.g., White Pine not  PIST)  in the corresponding column :

	1. Suitable
	2. Unsuitable
	3. Possibly suitable

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


You will be unsure of some, but think logically, review the criteria, discuss with your group, and make a final decision.  

You will be graded especially on whether or not you got the UNSUITABLE category classified correctly -- and on how well you explain and justify your choices (overall) by explaining the criteria you used (Question #2):
QUESTION 2.    Justify your choices of suitable, unsuitable, or possibly suitable by explaining the criteria you used to classify the samples.  You do NOT have to write about each sample, but in your answer, you may want to refer to one example from each category to illustrate what your criteria were for that category.      (HINT:   see bottom of page 129 in CLASS NOTES)

