LABOR DAY LITURGY – Commentator’s Sheet
INTRODUCTION

Welcome to this Labor Day special liturgy.  Today at this Mass we will offer to God the gift of our WORK – whether we work in the marketplace, the home, or the schoolroom —  whether we are employed, in between jobs, or retired — in whatever way we labor in the Ministry of our Everyday Lives.
Labor Day is a holiday with an important, but sometimes forgotten purpose. It was established in 1882 as a day to honor work, to honor workers, and to celebrate the contributions of the American Labor Movement.  Therefore this day is also a special time to remind ourselves that the moral dimensions of work and worker’s rights are at the center of our Catholic Social tradition.

This Mass will have a different kind of collection at the offertory.  Normally at our weekend liturgies, a collection of money is taken up.  Perhaps you’ve never viewed the Sunday Collection as an offering of your labor— your work life—to God, but that is what it is!   So today instead of money, we would like you to reflect on your WORK itself as your special offertory gift, by filling out a reflection form and depositing it in the basket at offertory time.   Please take some time right now to complete your reflection if you haven’t already done so.  You will put them in the collection basket later.  

[after a few minutes, Mass can begin with the Entrance Antiphon]
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:   PS 90:17        Page __________

May the goodness of the Lord be upon us, 
and give success to the work of our hands.
INTERCESSIONS:

Presider:   God put us into the world to perfect and preserve it.  He continually inspires us to apply our talents and efforts to the progress of creation. Let us together, then, ask God’s blessings upon our work.

Lector:  The response to the intercessions is:  


R. Lord and Creator, bless the work of our hands.

In commanding us to work, you entrust us with building up the world you created.  Therefore we ask . . .  
R. Lord and Creator, bless the work of our hands.

In entrusting to us the dignity of work, you make us your own co-workers in the world.  Therefore we ask . . .
R. Lord and Creator . . .
 

You sent your Son into the world to be for us a model of untiring toil and perseverance.  As we follow in His footsteps we ask . . . R. Lord and Creator . . .


You instructed us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. As we strive to protect the dignity and rights of workers, we ask . . .
R. Lord and Creator . . .

For those who are unemployed, underemployed, or have lost their job because of changing economic conditions, we pray . . . R. Lord and Creator . . .
For those who struggle to balance job commitments with the needs of the family, we pray . . . 
R. Lord and Creator, bless the work of our hands.

For conversion of heart for those who take advantage of any worker who is poor and needy, whether the worker is resident or immigrant, we pray  . . .
R. Lord and Creator, bless the work of our hands.

For those who experience discrimination, harassment, or abuse in the work place, we pray . . . 
R. Lord and Creator, bless the work of our hands.

For those who are ill, disabled or cannot work, 
we pray Lord, hear our prayer.


R. Lord hear our prayer.

For all those who have died, especially those who have died while on the job, and those who have perished in the desert while seeking work, we pray, Lord hear our prayer,   
R. Lord hear our prayer,

After the  Presiders’ prayer, the commentator says:

Members of the Christian Life Commission will now collect your reflection statements as symbolic offerings of  our everyday work lives and present them at the altar with the gifts of bread and wine.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  page __________
Let everything you do or say be in the name of the Lord

with Thanksgiving to God.
