
“GETTING STARTED”
Our first two Circle Gatherings  . . .



Katie Hirschboeck
“Laudato Si’ in the Desert” 

Circle Facilitator



ADVANCE DIRECTIONS
FOR OUR FIRST GATHERING: 

“Bring  a small object from nature
that holds a sacred meaning for you,

or evokes a special memory,
joyful experience, 

or significant
location”

Water-smoothed stones 
with pattern

Special rock
with a butterfly design

Tree-ring  cross-section and 
pressed cottonwood leaves

Tiny 2-year old saguaro 
cactus  grown from seed!



LAUDATO SI’ LECTIO

Passage is read once 

PERIOD OF SILENCE

all present are invited to 
say a single word or short 
phrase from the reading, 

if desired 
(no discussion 

or explanation) 

Passage is read again 
(can be by new reader)

PERIOD OF SILENCE

all present are invited to 
reflect with a few 

additional words or 
thoughts if desired

CLOSING PRAYER

For our 
OPENING PRAYER:



Then we shared a vegan meal and 
got to know more about each other . . .

Our Circle includes members from 3 different parishes in the Diocese.



The main dish was 
SWEET POTATO 

QUINOA SALAD 

www.karissasvegankitchen.com/
sweet-potato-quinoa-salad/

Dessert included
tasting different brands of

fair-trade chocolate!

www.greenamerica.org/end-child-labor-cocoa/
chocolate-scorecard

and learning about:
Green America’s Chocolate Scorecard



At the close of dinner  we began a discussion about 
what future  “communal action”

we could do as a Circle.  

Since we are just getting started, 
we decided to begin by each of us 

researching an issue of personal interest 
related to CONSUMPTION

to share with the Circle at a future meeting.

Some of  the things we are exploring:

• plastics and alternatives
• animal agriculture
• smaller chocolate companies 
• post-consumer paper products
• ‘wheat’ varieties

and more . . . .



Our schedule was too ambitious for our first meeting!  
So adjustments were made and we dropped some planned parts:



The
IGNATIAN
ECOLOGICAL 
EXAMEN

&
LAUDATO SI’

CLOSING 
PRAYER

www.ecologicalexamen.org

Ended with: 



For our next Circle gathering:  

Eco-Examen Prayer Cards and Booklets 
were ordered from:     www.ecologicalexamen.org



GCCM’s February 
Laudato Si’ Circle  Resource:

Sister
Dorothy  Stang’s

Feast Day on
Feb 12th



Second Circle Gathering:

Viewing of film  “THEY KILLED 
SISTER DOROTHY”

. . .  with prayer & discussion

HEARING
CREATION’S SONG

rainforest sounds
and reflection

followed by reading of
The Beatitudes

HEARING
CREATION’S CRY
viewing of the film

followed by
one-word responses

& discussion



With HOPE

Meatless Lent !
(with encouragement from
vegan members of Circle)

Responding . . . 
. . . and COMMITMENT

PRAYER

Learn more !



NEXT GATHERING . . . 

Sometime in March . . . 


