TO WORSHIP & WELCOME

The opening of a door has forever been treated
as a symbol of welcome and acceptance;
a symbol of opening to the possibilities and new hope
offered by the person standing before us,
seeking entrance into our hearts.

Unless the doors of our hearts are open
to the presence of God in those around us,
How can the King of Glory enter in?
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O gates, lift high your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.

Let him enter, the King of Glory!
Ps 24:7
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Through grace, in community, we are called
to image the face of God to one another
in times of suffering, times of joy,
times of giving, and times of receiving.

T

Examination Of Conscience
For A Member Of The Assembly

Am | a welcoming person?
Is there room in my life for others or am | too busy?

Am | conscious of those around me or am | too focused
on my own concerns?

Do | extend the welcoming gesture, the warm smile?
Do | hear with my heart as well as with my head?

Do | go out of my way to make others feel welcome
even when it is not convenient to do so?

Am | open to full, conscious, and active participation
as | worship and celebrate at Mass?

When | am “sent forth” across the church threshold
into the world, do | make an effort to encounter
Jesus Christ in the people | see and meet in my
everyday life?

(adapted from The Ministry of Hospitality )
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