
	TO WORSHIP & WELCOME

The opening of a door has forever been treated

as a symbol of welcome and acceptance;
a symbol of opening to new possibilities
from whomever stands on the threshold 
seeking entrance into our hearts.
Unless the doors of our hearts are open 
to the presence of God in those around us,

How can the King of Glory enter in?
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O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 

Let him enter, the King of Glory!

Ps 24:7

	
       TO WORSHIP & WELCOME

 The opening of a door has forever been treated as a symbol of welcome and acceptance, of possibilities and new hope.

PRAYER OF THE CIRCLE OF LIFE

Within this circle, Lord of Life, you make a place for everybody,

     for your circle of love is wider than the universe,

     and your outstretched arms embrace all of creation.
They embrace each one of us

     for this circle is large enough for everyone,

     and small enough to make us welcome.
This circle holds all of us together.

This circle has no beginning nor end,

     for it is fashioned by your hands, O God.
You have taken our souls and woven them together
     into the seamless garment that is the beauty of humanity.
As children of the Divine, made in the image and likeness of God,
     we are called to love and to care for one another.

We celebrate your enduring presence, O God, 
     making the circle ever wider,
     filling us with awe for the rich fabric of creation.

Increase our wisdom, strength, compassion and solidarity

     so that we might hold the circle 
     against those who would break it.
Lord of Life, you call us

     to love unconditionally, celebrate joyfully, and serve faithfully,
     so that all people may acknowledge and honor
     the intrinsic dignity of each member of the Circle of Life.
As you send us forth to proclaim your Gospel of Life,
     may we always embody your compassionate Love.
We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  


                                       ( Amen
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