Report on: ‘Can the Seamless Garment be Sewn?’ Dialogue #1
The Office of Human Life and Dignity

Diocese of Tucson

Monday, November 22nd, 2010

Present:  Katie Hirschboeck, Joanne Welter, Jean Fedigan, Laura Stehle, Anita Timpani, BethAnn Johnson, Peg Harmon, Melanie Nelson, Michael Berger, Gen Padilla , Scott Wilson, Frank Pierson, Msgr. Tom Cahalane
The Background 
The need and inspiration for this dialogue emerged from discussions among participants of the 2007  JustFaith  program at Our Mother of Sorrows about the polarization of attitudes in society,  toward social justice and life issues. It was felt that these divisions also exist within the Church, despite the rich legacy of Catholic Social Teaching.  This discussion prompted the development of The Circle of Life Journey Program and the formation of a Consistent Ethic of Life Committee. Whose mission is :”to invite and promote a charitable dialogue regarding a consistent ethic of life within the Our Mother of Sorrows Community and beyond; to address all life issues by articulating the authentic teaching of the Church and advocating for the sacredness and dignity of life in all its forms; and to do so with a reconciling spirit of humility, openness and prayer.”   During the course of developing the Circle program, Katie Hirschboeck came across the St Thomas College of Law series on the Seamless Garment and found its articles to be a touchstone of compelling 
JustFaith touches each participant in a different way, but calling  and the session evolved over the past three 
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Participants were asked to reflect on the following questions as they read the articles:
Some Reflection/Discussion/Dialogue Questions
Can the Seamless Garment Be Sewn? The Future of Pro-Life Progressivism

Each of the authors presented some unique arguments regarding different aspects of pro-life progressivism. We’ll assume that you were more comfortable with some of these arguments and positions than others, so let’s probe this more deeply . . .

1.  Which of the articles resonated with you the most ?  Why?

2. Which of the articles challenged you the most?  Why ?

3.  Were there any arguments that you found especially compelling even though you may not fully agree with some aspects of their conclusions?

4. Were there any arguments that you found especially weak, even though you do agreed with their conclusions? 

5. Select one quote from any of the readings that “spoke to you” in an affirming way and one quote that “spoke to you” in a challenging way.

6. What life issues do you struggle with the most?  What are the roots of this struggle?

7. The article by Ted Jelen contains some sobering statistics about the paucity of  “consistent ethic of life” attitudes in both lay Catholics and priests.  What do you think has contributed most to this?  What suggestions do you have for remedying this situation?

8. The roles of politics and law come up in many of the articles and issues.  Do you think the seamless garment / consistent ethic gestalt 
 can ever transcend these powerful forces?  If so, how?

9. Can the seamless garment “be sewn?”  Is there a future for pro-life progressivism in the Universal Church?  The United States?  Our Diocese?

10.  Where do we go from here? What are some concrete steps that could be taken to further this dialogue?

Summary of the dialogue on the last question:  

Where do we go from here?  What are some concrete steps that could be taken to further this dialogue?
1. Affirm Bishop Kicanas on Migration attention. Urge him to keep speaking out – including on the Death Penalty.

2. Continue teaching of the Seven Principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
3. Develop adult education / formation programs on dignity of life at parish level
4. Promote leadership formation in parishes that fosters dignity of all life
5. Respect peoples stories, not political polls
6. Develop personal ethics based on the Gospel
7. Develop relationships based on love
8. Let people know what the Church teaches (formation)
9. Promote wider use of ‘Circle of Life Journey’ program and Powerpoint meditations
10. Invite Bishop Kicanas to prepare Pastoral Letter on the full spectrum of life issues (tie in with explanation of new name: Office of Human Life & Dignity; perhaps draw examples from Diocesan  activities such as  OMOS Consistent Ethic of Life Committee and its Circle of Life Journey Program)
11. Develop tendency to listen, lessen tendency to inform
12. Name the Culture of Fear:  e.g., fear to share with the poor, naming of sharing as ‘socialist’, not wanting immigrants in the country, etc.

13. Highlight “heroic” reverence-for-life actions in people’s everyday lives
14. Call parishioners into a more active involvement in “human life and dignity activities” woven into the fabric of parish life and ministries.

15. Promote the “hard work” of informing our conscience
16. Educate the faithful on human life and dignity more explicitly in homilies
17. Use the opportunity  of catechesis on the new language at Mass to recommit the faithful in a fuller conversion that embraces the full spectrum of Catholic teachings 

18. Develop the “Thinking Catholic”  in contrast to the “Functional Catholic”
19. Bring personal experiences of social injustice and human vulnerability (lack of jobs, food, etc.) into the liturgy and “send forth” the faithful to remedy these
20. Promote programs, e.g. JustFaith.
21. Increase opportunities for sharing personal life stories at Parish and Diocesan levels
22. Invite conversion, transformation, engage people in actions, use personal invitation
23. Address how to dialogue with “strident” pro-life advocates
24. Try out one-on-one  or small group dialogues with non-partisan pro-life advocates in appropriate settings
Fr. Pinti:  Input by Phone  

· Suggests prayer time for each group once a year (in parishes):    
             Pro-life, Social Justice, Needy /poor /addicted, and Voting (Faithful Citizenship).
· Suggests specific attention to the Beatitudes and the Precepts of the Church
· Better enhancement of Pro-Life in the Month of October
· Lift up the role of Mother/Father, and a good family life style
· Bishop or group have a statement 4 times a year (perhaps based on the 4 areas above)

· Have a committee working with the Bishop
· Brochure for each parish on different Respect Life topics
ADDENDUM
As part of the dialogue, one of the participants shared this quote.

Seamless garment of justice, or rags torn from the cloth?   

If we do not have a seamless garment of justice that applies to all of our relationships and all of society, we will not be taken seriously on any individual hot-button issue. If we do not seek and pursue justice across the board, then any concerns for or against issues of abortion, homosexuality, immigration, women's rights, prison reform, opposition to war, etc., should and will be seen as a small rag that has been torn from any clean or consistent cloth of thinking. It is seen as mere self interest or angry moralizing. The Gospel has little weight when it is merely bi-partisan wrangling instead of trans-partisan wisdom and holiness. Social justice is concern for the truly big picture ("Reign of God") and not just my issues. In this regard, it is hard to beat Catholic social doctrine, at least on paper. 

Daily Meditation for  Nov. 19, 2010 from Fr. Richard Rohr 

OVERVIEW OF THE CIRCLE OF LIFE JOURNEY PROGRAM

 DESCRIPTION:   The Circle of Life Journey Program is an 11-session program covering the spectrum of issues related to human life and dignity.   Participants are asked to commit to completing the entire “circle” journey covering all 11 themes. However, to be flexible, new participants are able to “enter the circle” at any point and obtain the information for  missed sessions.  Following are the key componenets of the program:
(1) FORMATION

WHAT:  A formation in Catholic teaching on the full spectrum of life issues from the perspective of  Catholic Social Teaching on the consistent ethic of life

HOW:  Each participant is given one or two Catholic Update handouts on the weekly theme (see the attached “Circle of Life Journey” handout for the titles) and asked to read them in advance of the session at which the topic will be addressed.  Ideally a preceding Mass or Communion Service liturgy will include prayers and a reflection addressing the theme; see item (2).
For those who join the journey at a later time or miss one of the sessions, the Catholic Updates and related material are made available at the parish or online at the program website:
www.circleoflifejourney.org  

(2)  PRAYER & REFLECTION
WHAT: A prayer and reflection process centered on each session’s life theme

HOW:  Special intercessions and prayers are offered at the accompanying liturgy; a reflection piece or poem is provided to take home; a specially selected icon, image, or sacramental, or symbol connected to the theme can be given to each participant to aid prayer, meditation, and reflection on the theme in the intervening week.  (NOTE: the general plan is to introduce the upcoming session’s theme and distribute the Catholic Updates and prayer/meditation material at the end of the current session.
(3) PERSONAL RESPONSE

WHAT:  Each participant is invited to put in writing a private, personal and honest response to each session theme – this might be a response of concurrence, questioning, struggle, personal connection, etc.  Anonymous or open sharing of comments will be invited.  A series of follow-up “action items” will be suggested for each theme (e.g. resources for further study, people to contact, letters to write, etc.)
HOW:  A “personal response journal” with pages for each session theme is distributed at the beginning of the program and participants are asked to write an entry for each theme, and/or reflect in advance on the discussion questions linked to the Catholic Updates for the session.

(4) PERSONAL COMMITMENT  UPON COMPLETING THE CIRCLE 
WHAT:  Each participant who completes the program is invited to make a commitment to:

Respect the seamless garment of life in all its forms to the best of his or her ability, through the grace of God, and to act in some concrete way in “faithful citizenship” to promote life issues (e.g. get involved a ministry group, pray or witness about the issue, write letters, become an activist or advocate, volunteer with a “life” organization, etc. , etc.  ) Various resources, suggestions, and people to contact will be provided to aid in each person’s commitment – but it will be emphasized that the commitment is entirely personal.
HOW: This can be done as a private action or public commitment in conjunction with  the closing commissioning (see following)

(5)  COMMISSIONING AND SENDING FORTH

WHAT:  A rite of blessing and sending forth for all participants of the program upon “completing the circle.”


HOW:  Rite can be held at a special time or weekend Mass.  Suggestions:  the “life journey” journals could be brought up as an offering during the preparation of the gifts,  perhaps have a personal witness by one of the participants; all would be blessed/sprinkled and commissioned to go forth as “faithful citizens” to promote life issues.  As a sign and reminder of completion each participant can be given a symbol that evokes the program’s circle logo:  a rosary ring:
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        Can be obtained at:  http://www.rosaryshop.com/    
(6)  PROMOTION & INVITATION
WHAT:  Announcement and explanation of the program; invitation to join and sign-up  for the program ( will include a statement of intent to “complete the circle”)

HOW:   Bulletin inserts and pulpit announcements; sign up form with an explanation of the program and a request to commit to completing the entire circle; (possibly) a personal mailing to CLC members; poster in the Church vestibule during the duration of the program which would display each weekly theme on a rotating basis with additional details about the program and how to participate. The program and themes would also be highlighted in the "FaithWorks" newsletter.

(7) COST

The Invitation





Subject: Can the seamless Garment be Sewn?�Date: Tue, 10 Aug 2010 15:46:46 -0700�From: jwelter@diocesetucson.org�Greetings each and all!


 That is the major question:  Can the seamless garment be sewn?


 As persons working for Social Justice we have not been able to understand how to work with persons who are Involved with the issue of Right to Life.  The challenge is to get better at this…and here is an idea.


 I would like to invite you (Katie, Mike, Frank and I have said yes) to be in a dialogue group that will meet no more than 2 times.


You will get a packet of readings from a Symposium…entitled – Can the Seamless Garment be Sewn?  The Future of Pro-Life Progressivism.  You will find talks by John Carr of the USCCB, Thomas Berg, Professor of Law at the St. Thomas School of Law, Rev. Jim Wallis, Sidney Callahan, Ph.D, Susan Appleton, Professor of Law of the Washington University in St. Louis, Helen Alvare, Catholic U, Professor of Law, John O Callaghan, U of Notre Dame, Mark Sargent, Villanova U School of Law, Ted Jelen, Prof. of Political Science at the U of Nevada…


 Katie Hirschboeck will copy the talks for each person who will join in this important dialogue. We will make arrangements for you to pick up the talks either here at the Diocesan Pastoral Center or at OMOS. I will take care of the expense of the copying as this department will


We might not get to being together for a month and a half due to the start up work of the Fall, for each of us. That will give you time to read the talks.


 Then we will set a date for a 2 hour discussion gathering.  The next gathering we decide upon will be a time to invite Bishop


To be with us to dialogue around this important theme.  This Office of Human Life and Dignity will profit from our dialogue and I believe that you will also gain from this venture. 


Let me know if you are willing to join in this dialogue.


 Grateful, Joanne


�









� Term used by Ted Jelen in his article





