Catholic Coalition on Climate Change Bio information (updated version)
Full (and preferred) Name:  Katherine K. Hirschboeck   (Katie)

City/State:   Tucson, Arizona

Parish or other Catholic Affiliation:   Our Mother of Sorrows Parish, Tucson AZ

 Phone numbers (Day, evening, mobile):

Day /office:  520-621-6466    Evening/home:  520-795-4733     Mobile:  520-344-4733

E-mail address:  hirschbo77@gmail.com   (preferred) 
 (but campus email address  is also ok:   katie@ltrr.arizona.edu )

Education:   
B.S. in Geography, minor in Geology ,  M.S. in Geography  (University of Wisconsin)
 Ph.D. in Geosciences, minor in Geography (University of Arizona)

Current position:  
Associate Professor of Climatology, Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research, University of Arizona
Why did you apply to be part of the speakers' bureau?
I see the CCOCC Speakers Bureau as an extraordinary opportunity to enter a new phase of my life-long journey toward integrating my love and care for God’s creation, my profession as a scientist, my vibrant Catholic faith, and my commitment to Catholic Social Teaching and its Consistent Ethic of Life.   I am a professor in the University of Arizona’s  Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research where I study and teach about past and present variations in weather and climate.  My ever-deepening faith perspective on the growing climate crisis is calling me to be more active in my outreach on this issue.  As a climate scientist I am acutely aware of current climate impacts and the devastating projections for the future.  It is my faith, the rich treasure of Catholic social thought, and a belief in the ultimate goodness of humanity that give me hope in the midst of such dire predictions. Through the Speakers’ Bureau  I hope to help heal our wounded world by touching minds and hearts with the Coalition‘s faith-based message of urgency, compassion, action, and hope.  I am convinced that connecting with people‘s faith and heart-felt values – in part, by sharing my own – is the way forward.

What do you hope to learn during our time together?.

I hope to learn more about how to promote an awareness of the affinity between the climate change issue , our gospel call as articulated in Catholic Social Teaching, and compassion toward vulnerable people and places throughout the world.    Plus I really hope we can work together as a group to find ways to be more effective in bridging gaps:  between the wisdom of science and the wisdom of faith, between rigid deniers and zealous environmentalists, between progressives and conservatives, between “Martha” activists and “Mary” contemplatives.   In the midst of these divisions, how can we “unearth” common ground?  Then, once exposed, how can we tend it so that new shoots of understanding emerge from the seeds of human compassion already lying deep within each heart? 
