Seminar Offering
Spring 2009
Title and Number: RNR 496m & RNR 596m – “Natural Resource and Environmental Themes in Popular Cinema”
Course Description: a 1-unit seminar that provides a forum for exploring the themes of natural resources and the environment as portrayed in popular cinema.  Students view five full length motion pictures during the semester, each of which features a particular natural resource or environmental issue as an integral part of its plot.  Students will use these films as a basis for research, writing and discussion to promote a greater understanding regarding the management of natural resources and the environment.   Films will cover topics such as public land grazing, mineral extraction, water allocation, forest exploitation and wildlife.  Taught in the spring.
Location and Times: The course will meet for 3 hours (probably from 5pm to 8pm), 5 times per semester for a total of 15 hours.  This will provide time for viewing a movie and engaging in related discussions.  A theatre classroom will be used for meetings.
Instructor: Prof. Ed de Steiguer, 312 BioSciences East, 621‑3241, E-mail: jedes@ag.arizona.edu.  Office hours: instructor will establish hours at the beginning of the semester; meetings also by appointment.  

Course Objectives and Expected Learning Outcomes:  In general, the purpose of this course is to facilitate learning regarding the management of natural resources and the environment in a modern social, political and scientific context.  The specific course objectives are: to facilitate independent scholarly research, to improve technical writing skills, and to improve the ability to lead and participate in learned discussions.  Students are expected to obtain new knowledge regarding the role of natural resources and the environment in society, and an improved ability to express this knowledge.tc "
Course Objectives"
Topics:  Five natural resource topics will be covered each semester, covering issues such as public land grazing, mineral extraction, water allocation, forest exploitation and wildlife.  A feature length film will be viewed for each of these topics.  
Course Methodology: The class will meet five times during the semester for three hours per meeting.  A film will be viewed in its entirety at each meeting.  Students will then be asked to research the relevant natural resource/environmental topic outside of class and to write a research paper on their findings for discussion among the other students at the next class meeting.  One hour at the beginning of the following class will be devoted to student-led class discussions of the themes contained in the previous film and of the student research papers.  
The use of popular cinema and other media to facilitate learning is now commonplace in the university.  For example, a workshop on the topic was recently held at the University of Washington titled, “Using Examples from Popular Media to Make Science Relevant to your Students” (http://depts.washington.edu/cidrweb/TAConference/2007/Workshops.html).  And media-based courses are now offered at the University of Arizona (e.g., SERP 200 - Social Perspectives on Disability as Reflected in American Media)
Teaching Formats: The teaching formats will be viewing of films, research involving published and internet sources, scholarly writing and student-led discussions.  Formal lectures will not be an important teaching format.


Required Texts: None, however reading materials identified by the students will be shared with the class.
Required/Recommended Knowledge: No special knowledge is required other than an interest in natural resources and the environment.

Grading: Grading will be A=90%+, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%, E=59%, based upon class participation and completion of five research papers.  Grade weights are: research papers (50%) and contributions to in-class discussions (50%).  In addition, the RNR 596 students will be required to lead class discussions for additional graduate credit.

Objectionable Material: Movie ratings from the Motion Picture Association of America’s classification and rating system will be provided prior to screening so that students can choose to view or not view the film.
Late Work: Late work will not be accepted without an official excuse.  

Academic Integrity: Students are encouraged to share ideas and to freely discuss the principles and applications of course materials.  However, graded work/exercises must be the product of independent effort unless instructed otherwise.  Students are expected to adhere to the University of Arizona Code of Academic Integrity as described in the UA Record ‑ General Catalog (http://catalog/arizona.edu/policies/984/acacode.htm). 

Attendance and Withdrawal: Attendance will be part of the criteria for grading. Final grades will be lowered for excessive absences.  Students can be administratively dropped for excessive absences.  Attendance is required in class sessions where assignments are completed and submitted during the session.  Students permanently leaving the course must file a "drop" or "withdrawal" form.
Special Needs and Accommodations: Students who need special accommodation or services should contact the Disability Resources Center, 1224 East Lowell Street, Tucson, AZ 85721, (520) 621-3268, FAX (520) 621-9423, email: uadrc@email.arizona.edu, http://drc.arizona.edu/.  You must register and request that the Center or DRC send me official notification of your accommodations needs as soon as possible.  Please plan to meet with me by appointment or during office hours to discuss accommodations and how my course requirements and activities may impact your ability to fully participate. The need for accommodations must be documented by the appropriate office.

Confidentiality of Student Records:  http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/ferpa/default.htm

Subject to Change Statement:  Information contained in the course syllabus, other than the grade and absence policy, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.
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