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PLEASE NOTE:  The exact day and time of the class meeting will be determined in consultation with interested students.  Wed. or Thurs. are the most likely alternatives.

Course Overview

The world’s water resources are widely considered to be in crisis.  How should people respond?  This course will examine major issues in comparative and international water policy, including water markets, privatization, dams and river basin management, environmental flows, social equity, and water governance.  We will pay special attention to recent debates about water law and policy reforms in both national and international arenas.  The course will combine analysis of international organizations (World Bank, United Nations, Global Water Partnership, etc.) with case studies of several countries whose experiences with water policy have broader international significance, including the U.S., Chile, and Spain.  Other relevant countries will be covered briefly and students may choose to study them in more depth.  The objective of the course is to provide students with a comparative and interdisciplinary understanding of contemporary water problems, policies, and institutions, from the different analytical perspectives of law, geography, political economy, and institutional economics.

Course Organization and Requirements

This course is an advanced, interdisciplinary graduate seminar and will meet once a week for two-and-a-half hours.  Students should come to class prepared to discuss the weekly readings.  In addition, all students will lead at least one class discussion during the semester, and will provide the class with written summaries of specific readings.  A final paper is required, the topic and content of which must be discussed with Prof. Bauer.  The paper may be a literature review, a case study of a country not covered in detail in the course, or something else tailored to students’ research interests.

Graduate students from all departments and programs are welcome.  Prerequisites are an appetite for reading;  at least one previous graduate course, or equivalent experience, in natural resource or environmental law, policy, or social science;  or permission of instructor.

Geog 596I is one of the core courses for the UA’s Graduate Certificate in Water Policy.

Please contact Prof. Bauer with any questions (cjbauer@email.arizona.edu).

