Global Change GIDP Executive Committee Meeting

Monday March 22, 2010
11:30  am – 1:00 pm  Marshall 539
AGENDA


1) Academic Program Review Update – background & files 
· GC-GIDP Fact Sheet Handout #1
· APR records according to UA system files – Handout #2

· Grad Student List – Handout #3

· Faculty List & Affiliated Unit List – Handout #4

2)  By Laws status
· last call for changes

· Faculty vote needed  ( 2/3 member approval)


3)  GC-GIDP Website Interim Update

· Online Forms: Intent-to-Declare, Update 

· New Faculty section:  Faculty Activity Report,  Ambassadors, etc.

· Universal Online Annual Faculty Reports on horizon 

· Rest of site – discussion on rewording, what’s missing, what’s overkill, 
what’s confusing, what could be presented better? etc.
· Other

4)  Nominations for New Executive Committee Members

5)  Electives – where do we go from here? 

· Solicit more faculty/ student input?

· Build in a system for periodic renewal?

· Possible procedure for GC-approved elective seminar designation? 

· Implications of new Schedule of Classes format

6)   Spring Gathering:   luncheon, party, ?
· Date : ________  / Location suggestions: ______________
· Program?  


7)  Other issues /  previously raised issues / other business
· Advance preparation for next “Blitz”

· Brochure with new program requirements, etc. – for departmental Grad Advisors, Ambassadors,  GC Committee faculty, and student recruitment

· For discussion:  We now have ~ 44+ GC minors . . . . How large do we want to grow?  How well are we serving them?   Exit interviews?
DRAFT UPDATE OF THE GC MINOR WEBPAGE AT:

http://fp.arizona.edu/gc/home.htm 

Other than new wording (in highlighted places), what else is needed??

Current wording on GIDP Office webpage:  http://www.gidp.arizona.edu/programs/globalchange.php 
The interdisciplinary doctoral minor in Global Change includes three core classes: (a) global biogeochemical cycles; (b) the climate system; and (c) an interdisciplinary, integrative global change workshop. A fourth class comes from a list of diverse courses related to global energy and water cycles, biogeochemical foundations, tools for observing earth, earth system history, and human dimensions. The curriculum is supplemented by many research and educational activities of The University of Arizona's Institute for Study of Planet Earth (ISPE). Faculty and students associated with ISPE are involved in interdisciplinary research that spans much of the U.S. Global Change Research Program. ISPE also sponsors Global Change visitors, workshops, graduate fellowships, and curriculum activities. Students taking a Global Change minor typically have a major in some field of science, engineering, or social science, along with an interest in acquiring a broader environmental earth system perspective.

Katie’s first stab at a rewrite – have at it!
The interdisciplinary doctoral minor in Global Change includes three core classes: (a) a one unit  global change “toolkit” course to introduce students to the minor program ; (b) a comprehensive course in global change science; and (c) an interdisciplinary, integrative workshop that addresses vulnerability and adaptation to global change from a social sciences perspective. To foster the broad environmental perspective that is intrinsic to the Global Change minor, two elective courses are selected from a diverse list of offerings in the topical areas of:  global energy, climate & water dynamics;  ecology & biogeochemistry;  past & present earth processes; tools for observing the earth; vulnerability & adaptation; and mitigation & policy.  The curriculum is supplemented by many research and educational activities of The University of Arizona's Institute of the Environment (IE). Faculty and students associated with IE are involved in interdisciplinary research that spans much of the U.S. Global Change Research Program. IE also sponsors global change visitors, workshops, graduate fellowships, and networking activities. Students taking a Global Change minor typically have a major in some field of science, engineering, or social science, along with an interest in acquiring a broader environmental earth system perspective.

