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The following discussion was held at the May 17, 2007 meeting. The attendance sheet is attached. 
New people in the group are Cassandra Anderson – the new ADWR Flood Warning Coordinator, and Mike McLane  - the new NWS Phoenix Hydrologist – taking Tom Zickus’ position.  .
AFWS Website
Ken reported that the simple users interface is up and running as are the discussion groups.  If you haven’t been on the discussion group pages in a while, you will need a new password.   Rogue hackers are trying to crash in, so Ken has had to change the passwords and tighten security.  There are also a few issues with Internet Explorer 7 – some things are not working well.  ADWR has had some data issues, but they are now back online.  Gila County is not online so the Gila County data are coming through ADWR – but perhaps not all the data are getting into the network.

Ken has discussed content with the drought group and added some empty pages that await content from the Drought side of ADWR.

It was reported that one of the dam links is not working properly – Ken will check into it.  Tony asked if we could ingest various shapefiles form the agencies so they could overlay on the data.  That can be done, you can overlay your own shapefiles to show the boundaries or roads or whatever you have.

National Weather Service Tucson Update

Tucson Office – Glen Samson said Mike Schaffner’s replacement, Chad Kaylor, a hydrology intern from Salt Lake City will arrive July 1st.
Pinal County Update

Elise reported on the simulated flood exercise that occurred last Tuesday – a dam break.  Eastern Maricopa and Pinal Counties participated.  The GIS group made maps of the failures and Emergency Operations Center personnel got good experience in what happens in an emergency.  There were no radar data – (as the radar frequently goes down in a severe T-storm event).  They also simulated some equipment and system outages.
Salt River Project

Mark Hubble reported that the Canyon Lake draw down for maintenance will begin right after Labor Day.  Refilling will probably end in late January of 2008.  SRP is planning to purchase 100,000 af of CAP water this summer.
Flood Control District of Maricopa County Update

The county flood exercise program data didn’t show up on the network in a timely manner.  The data were updated every 15 minutes,. But new data also come in every 15 minute.  Column tests were done at several sites.  The technicians created some of their own problems.  Operations crews were simulating problems at everywhere in the system,.  It was a good exercise and should be done more often.
U.S. Geological Survey Update

Chris reported that Tucson had rain and flooding yesterday (May 16).  USGS had had 12 stations on the chopping block to lose funding.  But ADWR will sponsor 3 of the sites for drought purposes, and others will be sponsored for flood purposes – definitely for this fiscal year, and hopefully long-term.  They will be added to the 2008 contract.  The 40 high rate transmitters that were purchased are being installed now, and 40 more will be ordered.  USGS will take input from cooperators on the priority for changing to high rate transmitters.  Yuma county already has 60 high rate transmitters, and there are about 215 sites total.  USGS is in a joint project with BOR to make the lower Colorado a real-time stream gauge operation.

USGS is undergoing a re-structuring so Tucson may become the center of a division.  Their office will integrate biology, geology, hydrology and geography units.
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Update

Tom Poulson reports that the Lower Colorado river farmers want more delay in the water releases, so that may be why they wanted real-time flow information.

The BOR does not have much money, and could only give $10K to ADWR.  The funding may eventually dry up.  Lakes Mead and Powell are only at about 40% capacity as it was not a good year on the upper Colorado River (50% of normal inflow into Lake Powell).  If the winters continue to be this dry, they may have to declare a shortage by 2011 or so. 
ASU State Climate Office Update

Nothing new to report.
Natural Resources Conservation Service Update

Larry Martinez informed us that the SNOTEL maintenance is going on right now.  The Promontory site is in the vicinity of the current fire.  He passed around some graphs of how dry this year was at some of the SNOTEL sites (Promontory, Baker Butte, and Heber).   There was quite a bit of lightning during last night’s storms, but we don’t know if any new fires started. 
JE Fuller
Brian Iserman reported that Game and Fish has some money to put in new gauges, so they are installing some.  There is a new contact at Game and Fish – Jerry Wright.  Next week JE Fuller will upgrade the Mt. Lemmon repeater.  They will be moving equipment into the Pima County tower building which has AC and power which will be more reliable.  The Mt. Lemmon repeater will have to change frequency as Pima County has changed all their frequencies now.  
They have been working with Greenlee county – who wants to take over the Clifton system.  ADWR will fund that system as Greenlee has no money.  However, it won’t be done until after the monsoon.  JE Fuller is also helping Navajo County rehabilitate their system of gauges.  Homero is moving ahead with that, as Tom Heap has left.

ADEM

Participants in the flood exercise included Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler, Maricopa County and Pinal County, but ADEM did not participate, nor did they certify the exercise.   
Arizona Department of Water Resources Update

ADWR is now fully staffed.  Cassandra Anderson started as Flood Warning Coordinator at the end of March, 2007.  The City of Flagstaff wants to expand their system.  ADWR is doing spring maintenance through JE Fuller.  Santa Cruz county is not getting data – they have an internal cabling problem.  Pinal County is waiting to hear about funding for Arivaipa gauges and the city of Maricopa.  Cassandra is learning the position and the people at ADWR, and is looking forward to working with the AFWS group.
National Weather Service Phoenix Update

Mike McLane is the new hydrologist.  He has come from eastern Kentucky.  He found the flood exercise to be useful.


The official forecast for the monsoon is equal chances of above, below and normal precipitation.  Klaus Wolter from UCAR, however, says it will be a wet monsoon.  Tony Haffer said thanks to FCDMC and ADEM the flood exercise went very well.  There were information overload issues.  Perhaps we should have an exercise similar to this one statewide for our network.  People were caught off guard.  The exercise was based on what happened at Roosevelt Dam in 2003.  
There hasn’t been much attention on the flood warning system since the 1993 floods.  So we should exercise the system so we can see how it works or if it works.  So we should all think about whether we should do a network-wide exercise like this with flood retaining structure failures, or with just heavy rain and rising streams.

AFMA and LTM Engineering Update
Laurie reports that they are presenting an AFMA Officer Appreciation Award to Dallas Reigle.  She has been reviewing the Emergency Action plans for flood emergencies.  The counties need an emergency “cheat sheet” outlining the emergency procedures – something that can be used for quick reference in an emergency, rather than trying to leaf through the entire plan in an emergency situation.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 19, 2007, 10:30 am, in the WITS conference room at SRP. 

The preceding minutes were prepared by Nancy Selover and are her interpretation/understanding of the issues discussed therein. Meeting attendees are asked to advise Nancy in writing of any discrepancies and/or omissions.
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