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Site Associations of the Range Creek Dendroarchaeological Samples
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The Wilcox Ranch

Tree-Ring Samples RD 1-2, 122-129

Originally associated with the Range Valley Cattle Company, it was purchased by Joe Wing in the late 1800s, Preston Nutter in the early 1900s, and Budge Wilcox in the 1950s

42Em 9 (2869)- Fremont habitation site.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 181-184

This site was assigned site number 42Em2869, and then found to be a site earlier recorded as 42Em9. The site consists of an exposed ring of boulders and circular rubble mound topped with juniper logs on the peak of a small ridge near the Wilcox Ranch; associated Fremont ceramic and lithic artifacts are present. The tree-ring samples were taken from logs found on top of the remains of a Fremont circular masonry structure, but the association of the logs with the Fremont occupation is unknown.

42Em741- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 18, 30-32

A large Fremont masonry and adobe granary with five chambers near the confluence of Range Creek and Nelson Canyon. Access to the site is by rappelling, athough features in the sandstone suggest a prehistoric wooden platform may have spanned the cliff face adjacent to the site to provide access to a nearby ledge.  The site contains associated maize, painted ceramics,and a small polychrome shield figure above the largest adobe/masonry structure. A large, complex Fremont petroglyph site is located below the site, and a small Fremont village with masonry structures, ceramic and lithic artifacts is located on top of the sandstone formation above. 

42Em760- Fremont habitation and storage site.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 265-268

A large Fremont site with the remains of three pithouses and several storage cists in the lower portion of Range Creek Canyon. Associated maize, ceramics, lithic tools and debitage, cordage, digging sticks and ground stone artifacts are present. 

42Em761- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 173-176, 283-286

Three large Fremont masonry and adobe granaries located in cliffs above a natural sandstone chimney in the wall of the narrows of Range Creek Canyon. Access is by climbing up the chimney and shuttling packs with ropes, then climbing a cliff and talus above the chimney and rappelling into the large, double-chamber granary. There are associated maize, a lithic tool, parched wildrye and Indian rice-grass seeds.

42Em2826- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 27, 41, 106-112, 250-254

Sticks, timbers, adobe and a large packrat midden are all that remain of several granaries located at the mouth of Dry Canyon, in the northern portion of the Range Creek project area. Access to the granaries is by rock-climbing or rappelling. There are associated red and yellow Fremont pictographs below the granaries, and a small polychrome shield above one of the granaries.

42Em2827- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 113

The remains of several Fremont masonry and adobe granaries located in a small cliff area near the Locomotive Rock formation in the north portion of Range Creek. Access is by climbing or rappel only. Portions of adobe and sandstone walls, and an upright pole are intact and associated with a large lithic tool. A possible third granary is noted but has not yet been accessed. Nearby are a large rock art site polychrome pictographs, maize and granary remains, toeholds pecked into the sandstone, and a site with cupules pecked into a small rockshelter. 

42Em2835- Fremont cliff granaries and pictographs.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 148-151, 244-249, 270

A rock art site with a large blue shield figure, rainbows and sheep, and several granaries and wooden platforms located in the cliff directly above the rock art. Dendroarchaeological samples include a core and section from possible prehistoric “ladders” located at the base of the cliff below the granaries. Access to the granaries is by rappel or rock-climbing only.  Associated cultural remains include rock art, maize, and Tusayan black-on-white and orangeware pottery. 

42Em2837- Fremont granaries.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 39

A Fremont masonry and adobe granary in fair condition, and the remains of a second granary, located in a small alcove in the canyon wall opposite the mouth of Barton Canyon in the northern portion of Range Creek. 

42Em2841- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples 29, 201-207

Six Fremont masonry and adobe granaries located in a 150-foot cliff on the north wall of a curved, narrow sandstone spine that juts out into Range Creek in the middle portion of the canyon.  Access is by rock climbing and rappel only. The site is associated with pictographs above the granaries, the remains of two circular, masonry tower-like structures on top of the spine, toeholds pecked into the sandstone below one of the towers, and a large artifact concentration of pottery, lithic debitage and tools.

42Em2849- Fremont granaries, habitation and rock art.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 121, 131-132

A large, complex site with five masonry and adobe granaries located at the base of Budge’s Arch, approximately 1100 feet above the canyon floor in the middle portion of Range Creek. Access is by hiking up steep, difficult terrain through a series of cliffs and talus slopes. The site is associated with pithouses, a burial, rock art, ceramics, lithic debitage and tools, and ground stone artifacts. Nearby is a cave site with storage, habitation features and artifact scatters, and several additional sites with adobe and masonry granaries.

42Em2850- Fremont granaries and rock art.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 19

Fremont masonry and adobe granaries located on a series of small ledges in the middle of a 120-foot cliff face near the mouth of Calf Creek. Access is by rock climbing or rappel. The site is associated with a small white spiral on the cliff face below the largest cluster of granaries. Also nearby is a small lithic scatter (42Em3361), the Range Creek flute found in Calf Canyon, and a small pithouse village (42Em3213) in the main canyon.

42Em2860- Fremont cliff granary, pictograph and artifacts.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 33-34

The remains of a large granary with timers on a small ledge approximately 500 feet above the confluence of Lighthouse and Range Creek Canyon. Access is by rock climbing only. The site is associated with a large, vivid white and yellow shield and several faded shields on the cliff face above, a large trough-shaped metate, ceramic artifacts, lithic tools and debitage, and a bundle of juniper matting maize husks and maize cobs stashed beneath a sandstone slab on a small ledge above the granary.

42Em2874- Historic hay derrick.

Tree-Ring Samples RD  287-289

A large hay derrick in the lower canyon associated with historic ranching and farming in Range Creek; it is located near the historic homestead 42Em2875.

42Em2875- Historic homestead.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 55-91, 271-282

A historic homestead with a log cabin, dugout, foundation and historic trash located next to Range Creek in the lower portion of the canyon. Probably occupied by Joe Wing in the late 1890s and early 1900s and associated with the hay derrick 42Em2874.

42Em2891- Fremont cliff granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 20-22, 138-140

The deteriorated remains of at least one Fremont architectural feature, probably a storage feature, but possibly habitation, in a small rockshelter above a low cliff approximately 25 feet above the floodplain in lower Range Creek. Associated cultural remains include large timbers, ceramic sherds and maize cobs. Access by rappel or climbing across a narrow ledge above a cliff.

42Em3048- Fremont cliff granary.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 38

A Fremont masonry and adobe granary with intact structural timbers in the middle portion of Range Creek located near site 42Em3117 (seven granaries) and a handful of other sites that include storage cists, pithouses, artifact scatters, rock art, and a large standing masonry wall in a rockshelter. Access is by climbing or rappel only.

42Em3057- Fremont cliff granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 23-26, 133-137

A large (100+ bushel capacity) masonry and adobe granary with intact structural timbers, withes, and maize located in lower Range Creek. In view of several other granaries located on the opposite canyon wall. Access is by rappel only.

42Em3058- Fremont cliff granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 234-237

The site consists of one masonry and adobe granary with timbers located above a cliff, and two possible storage cists on the ledge below. In view of, but nearly 100 meters away and across a side canyon/arroyo from, a Fremont habitation site with ceramic and lithic artifacts and a circular masonry structure.

42Em3059- Fremont storage cist.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 232-233

A small semi-subterranean Fremont storage feature with upright slabs, adobe and timbers. The site is located under a ledge and contains associated Great Basin wildrye.

42Em3063- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 130

The remains of at least nine masonry, adobe and wood granaries and associated postholes located above a 40 foot cliff on two adjacent, narrow ledges approximately 700 feet above Range Creek. Access is by rappel only.

42Em3108- Fremont cliff platform.

Tree-Ring Samples RD  226-231

The site consists of the remains of a platform and possible granary with wooden timbers on a narrow ledge approximately 40 feet above Range Creek. Access is by rock climbing or rappel only.

42Em3117- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 5-6

The remains of seven masonry and adobe granaries located on two ledges approximately 400 feet above Range Creek, with associated maize, artifacts and rock art. Five of the granaries are complete and four still have lids. The site is above a small cliff and located above a long, steep talus slope on the same level as a large complex artifact scatter with concentrations of ground stone, lithic artifacts and ceramics, a circular masonry structure in an alcove where a wooden shovel was found, another large masonry and adobe granary, several semi-subterranean storage cists, and several pithouses.

42Em3124- Fremont granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 3-4, 102

The site consists of one adobe and masonry granary with roof timbers, still capped with a circular sandstone lid, and the deteriorated remains of an adjacent granary, and possibly the sparse remains of one or several additional granaries on an adjoining ledge. The structures are located at the base of a narrow slot canyon above a cliff. Maize was recovered from the smaller adjacent granary and three additional granaries are beneath boulders on the slope about 50 meters below the cliff.

42Em3125- Fremont cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 15-17, 190-192

The site consist of the remains of three rectangular, adjoining granary bins in an alcove formed by a hole in a large boulder above a small in a side canyon of Range Creek. Associated maize was recovered from a packrat midden inside the largest granary chamber. Located near a possible Fremont habitation site.

42Em3174- Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 145-147

The site consists of a masonry and adobe granary constructed in a column of colluvial gravels and sediments at the base of a large boulder on a talus slope. Ceramic sherds were found on top of the granary and imbedded in the adobe. 

42Em3177- Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 141-144

The site consists of a single, semi-subterranean granary with both masonry and adobe construction and upright slabs and adobe, and with timbers, under a boulder on the first talus slope above the Range Creek floodplain. Both tan and red adobe were used in construction. Several cupules may have been pecked into the sandstone above the granary. 

42Em3178- Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 161-168

The site consists of a single oval-shaped, upright slab and adobe granary on an eroding sandstone shelf in a 4 meter high alcove in a dark, patinated outcrop about 300 feet above the canyon floor. The roof has collapsed, but consisted of parallel poles, horizontal sandstone slabs, and adobe. 

42Em3189- Fremont granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 255-256

The site consists of two small, complete masonry and adobe granaries approximately 10 meters apart, both located low on ledges in a sandstone ridge with large rocks piled in front to camouflage their location. Located in the ridge above a circular masonry structure and across the canyon from a pithouse site above a cliff and a site with pithouses, granaries, artifacts and rock art.

42Em3190- Fremont pithouses and cliff granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 257-262

This complex site includes two pithouses in a rockshelter at the top of the first talus bench in the lower section of the canyon above in the narrows. Red and white pictographs, including a large snake, rainbows and anthropomorphs are painted on the roof of the shelter, and the remains of two to three granaries are perched in small natural alcoves in the 60-foot cliff above the rockshelter. Associated artifacts include ground stone and lithics. A third pithouse with associated maize cobs is located at the base of the cliff about 15-20 meters to the south, and the remains of a circular masonry structure (42Em3191) is located at the top of the cliff above.

42Em3191- Fremont circular masonry structure.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 263

This site consists of the remains of a circular masonry structure perched on the ridge above the first cliff on the west wall of Range Creek canyon. The circular mound includes the remains of 10-15 courses of masonry and wood timbers, presumably for roofing the structure

42Em3205- Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 177-180

The site consists of a relatively large masonry and adobe granary with roof timbers, and the possible remains of a pithouse, vandalized, on the first ledge above a steep talus in the lower narrows of Range Creek Canyon. Associated cultural remains include charcoal, ash, ground stone, ceramics, a drill, a pendant, a bead and a polished and incised stone. 

42Em3213- Fremont circular masonry structure.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 8-9

The site includes ceramic and lithic artifacts and the remains of several masonry structures perched on the ridge above the first cliff overlooking Range Creek. The structure is in view of red pictographs and a platform and granary on a cliff (42Em3217) on the opposite canyon wall.

42Em3325- Hidden Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 238-242

A large adobe, slab and wood granary built into a crack behind a large detached boulder on the first bench of a side canyon of Range Creek; it may be associated with maize and a shield petroglyph. 

42Em3331- Fremont granaries.
Tree-Ring Samples RD 48-54

Three adobe, wood and sandstone slab granaries located in natural alcoves in a large boulder on a talus slope in a side canyon of Range Creek. Two adjoining chambers yielded the seven samples. A third, complete beehive-shaped but comparably fragile granary in a separate alcove on the opposite side the boulder was not sampled.

42Em3356- Wood cache and Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 152-160

The site consists of about a dozen timbers cached in a rockshelter above the talus in a side canyon of Range Creek, with several logs washing down the talus, one upright burned post/tree on-site, and the remains of a Fremont granary in a natural alcove in the cliff above the timber cache. Associated artifacts include lithic debitage on the slope below the timber cache and granary.

42Em3357- Fremont cliff granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 7, 185-188

A masonry and adobe granary with roof beams hidden in a small natural alcove in a cliff in a side drainage of Range Creek near the Wilcox Ranch.

42Em3359- Fremont cliff granaries and platform.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 27, 243

Two masonry and adobe granaries with roof timbers and intact lids above a wooden platform constructed on a 150-foot cliff approximately 1200 feet above Range Creek. Access requires climbing 1200 feet of steep talus slopes and several small cliff bands, then climbing and/or rappelling a precarious cliff above a small ledge.

42Em3361- Lithic scatter.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 36

The site consists of a sparse lithic scatter on a ridge/knoll below 4-5 cliff granaries and a pictograph in a side drainage of Range Creek; it is associated with a small alcove that contains burned wood (RD36). Artifacts include a large biface with thick calcium carbonate deposits.

42Em3391- Fremont habitation, rock art.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 10-13, 40, 193-200

The site consists of a large alcove in a side canyon of Range Creek. Accessing the alcove from the main canyon is extremely difficult, requiring several miles of hiking and bouldering and climbing over low cliffs, or rock-climbing and rappelling larger cliffs. Cultural remains include a large circular masonry, adobe and timber structure with posts set in adobe, pictographs and ground stone. 

42Em3437- Hidden Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 42-44

The site consists of an irregular-shaped slab and adobe granary built into a cist excavated under a ledge on boulder-covered talus in a side drainage of Range Creek. Rocks appear to have been placed on the roof and lid to provide camouflage. 

42Em3441- Fremont cliff granary.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 28

The site consists of a large beehive-shaped to cylindrical granary on a small ledge in an 80 foot cliff approximately 900 feet above Range Creek. Access is by rock climbing and rappel only.

42Em3447- Fremont cliff granary.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 101

Site consists of a small  upright slab and adobe granary on a ledge in a small cliff, approximately 500 feet above Range Creek next to a small natural arch near the confluence with Turtle Canyon. The site is associated with wooden poles used in the roof and a juniper mat built into the floor.

42Em3448- Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 45-46

The site consists of a fragmented, roughly D-shaped cist/granary with adobe and sandstone slabs and masonry built into the back wall of a northwest-facing alcove on a talus slope in a side drainage of Range Creek.

42Em3449- Fremont granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 92, 95-100, 208-218

The site consists of the remains of three masonry and adobe granaries with roof timbers in an alcove on a ridgetop of  steep talus approximately 700 feet above Range Creek; a fourth granary located in a separate alcove several meters away. 

42Em3451- Fremont granaries.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 103-104

The remains of two upright slab granaries under a ledge above a steep slope with several layers of small cliff bands and talus slopes in lower Range Creek canyon.

42Em3452- Hidden Fremont granary.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 105, 114-120

A disassembled granary: the site consists of  stacked timbers, sandstone slabs and adobe arranged around an excavated square in a small crevice behind a small sandstone cliff, located above a high sandstone cliff in the lower canyon. 

42Em3583- Rockshelter with maize and burned wood.

Tree-Ring Sample RD 94

The site is a vandalized rockshelter with looter pits and a dozen maize cobs, possibly a Fremont storage cist(s).

42Em3638- Rockshelter with maize and charred wood.

Tree-Ring Samples RD 264, 269

A rockshelter with collapsed roof boulders on top of cultural material in the Range Creek narrows; it is located high in a 300-foot cliff face on a narrow ledge.

