Letter of Recommendation for Dr. Franco Biondi

In the summer of 2009 I was asked to review materials submitted by Dr. Biondi in support of his application for promotion to full professor at the University of Nevada – Reno.  I was given a complete record of his professional efforts for the period 2005 to 2009.  This is far more detailed and complete information that I have ever had to write a letter of recommendation for someone seeking a job.  Hence, I believe it is appropriate that this letter is a slightly modified version of my recommendation in support of his promotion.  


Based on my reviewed the materials supplied to me that describe the work of Dr. Biondi since 2005, I believe that he has an excellent record of scholarly work.  During the period since 2005, he has authored or co-authored 16 papers in refereed scholarly journals, 4 book chapters, 11 scientific reports and 35 presentations at professional conferences.  The refereed papers were published in a wide diversity of national and international level scientific journals.  The subject matter of these papers and presentations spans a wide range of disciplines, including forest ecology, tree eco-physiology, fire ecology, climatology, hydrology, environmental chemistry, methodological development, and dendrochronology.  The diverse topics included in this research program are bound into a common research theme related to the use of tree-ring data to study the natural world and human impacts on that world.  In support of this research program, Dr. Biondi has successfully garnered over $2,000,000 in extramural funding from a variety of sources, including the National Science Foundation, U.S. National Park Service, U.S. Bureau of Land Management,  and state/regional agencies.  The fact that many of these funded grants came from the National Science Foundation indicates a very strong, high quality research program, as funding from this agency is highly competitive and grant proposals are rigorously reviewed.  The fact that Dr. Biondi accomplished all of this in the short period since 2005 is remarkable.  The large number of presentation abstracts for professional conferences in 2009 indicates a research program that will continue to be highly productive in the immediate future.
His ability to attract nine graduate students since 2005 to work directly under his supervision also indicates a vigorous research program that is likely to continue into the future.  


In addition to a laudable record of research productivity, Dr. Biondi also has a consistent record of professional service at the regional and national level.  In this latter role, Dr. Biondi’s efforts have likely increased his visibility and reputation in ways and in places that would likely benefit both him and his home institution.  

I have no information I can provide regarding Dr. Biondi’s ability as a teacher, having never observed him teach nor ever had a substantive conversation regarding teaching issues or philosophy.  Given that Franco was at the Tree-Ring Laboratory for years, I would expect that many people there would be better able to assess his capabilities in this dimension.


In the spirit of “transparency, I feel I should I describe my relationship or past association with Dr. Biondi.  I have known Franco for at least 15 years.  During the six year period when I was the president of the Tree-Ring Society, Franco would occasionally correspond with me to offer ideas and suggestions.  We share some research interests and this has led over the years to a number of shared meals and conversations at professional meetings.  However, I have never collaborated with him on either a publication or a grant proposal.  I consider Franco to be a colleague whose company I much enjoy on the rare occasions when we meet at a professional meeting.  

If I can be of further service or if there are more specific questions you would like me to address regarding my assessment of Dr. Biondi’s work, please feel free to contact me at the address below.  

Dr. David C. LeBlanc, professor

Department of Biology

Ball State University

Muncie, IN 47306

dleblanc@bsu.edu 

765-285-8832
