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About Save the Scenic Santa About Save the Scenic Santa RitasRitas
A volunteerA volunteer--based nonbased non--profit organization based in profit organization based in 

Tucson, ArizonaTucson, Arizona

Formed in 1996 to protect the Scenic, Aesthetic, Formed in 1996 to protect the Scenic, Aesthetic, 
Recreational and Wildlife Values of the Santa Recreational and Wildlife Values of the Santa RitasRitas

from degradation due to mining activitiesfrom degradation due to mining activities……
now including the Patagonia Mountains, now including the Patagonia Mountains, CaneloCanelo Hills, Hills, 

and San Rafael Valley and San Rafael Valley 

Volunteer Board of Directors and Advisory Board from Volunteer Board of Directors and Advisory Board from 
many different communities in Southern Arizona many different communities in Southern Arizona 
with diverse backgrounds and fields of expertisewith diverse backgrounds and fields of expertise

One Paid halfOne Paid half--time Coordinator, Lisa Froelichtime Coordinator, Lisa Froelich
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Rosemont MineRosemont Mine
•• Augusta Resource Corp. aka  Augusta Resource Corp. aka  

Rosemont Copper Co., CanadaRosemont Copper Co., Canada
•• Open pit copper/molybdenum Open pit copper/molybdenum 

•• 20+ year estimated mine life20+ year estimated mine life
•• 995 acres private land (pit)995 acres private land (pit)
•• 75 acres State Trust land75 acres State Trust land
•• 3,345 acres FS + BLM land (tailings, waste dump, mill)3,345 acres FS + BLM land (tailings, waste dump, mill)
•• Open pit more than 1 mile wide, 1,800Open pit more than 1 mile wide, 1,800--2,900 ft. deep2,900 ft. deep
•• Visible from Scenic Highway 83 Visible from Scenic Highway 83 

•• Augusta purchased private land & mining claims in 2005Augusta purchased private land & mining claims in 2005
•• First mine plan rejected by FS in 2006First mine plan rejected by FS in 2006
•• NEPA process began March 2008, scoping done July 2008NEPA process began March 2008, scoping done July 2008
•• Oct. 14, 2009: NEPA process on hold until April, 2010Oct. 14, 2009: NEPA process on hold until April, 2010



After Rosemont?

“Mr. [Gil] Clausen [Augusta Resources CEO 
and President] noted that, although 
developing Rosemont was clearly the 
company’s primary focus, the three other 
properties [Peach-Elgin, Broad Top Butte and 
Copper World] offered future opportunities for 
exploration…”

World Mining Stock, September 2007 
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Local Opposition Local Opposition -- ResolutionsResolutions

Resolutions opposing the Rosemont Mine and new Resolutions opposing the Rosemont Mine and new 
mining in Southeastern Arizona have been passed by mining in Southeastern Arizona have been passed by 

every governmental body in Southern Arizona every governmental body in Southern Arizona 
including:including:

Pima and Santa Cruz Counties, City of Tucson, Pima and Santa Cruz Counties, City of Tucson, 
Towns of Marana, Towns of Marana, OroOro Valley, Patagonia, Valley, Patagonia, 

SahuaritaSahuarita, the , the TohonoTohono OO’’odhamodham Nation, and Nation, and 
the Green Valley Community Coordinating the Green Valley Community Coordinating 

CouncilCouncil



Elected Officials In OppositionElected Officials In Opposition
••Senator Paula Senator Paula AboudAboud, District 28, District 28

••Senator Manny Alvarez, District 25 Senator Manny Alvarez, District 25 
•• Tim Bee, former Senator, District 30Tim Bee, former Senator, District 30

•• Representative David Bradley, District 28Representative David Bradley, District 28
•• Representative Olivia CajeroRepresentative Olivia Cajero--Bedford, District 27Bedford, District 27

•• Representative Steve Farley, District 28Representative Steve Farley, District 28
•• Senator Jorge Luis Garcia , District 27Senator Jorge Luis Garcia , District 27
•• Representative Matt Heinz, District 29 Representative Matt Heinz, District 29 
•• Representative Phil Lopes, District 27Representative Phil Lopes, District 27

•• Marian McClure, former Representative District 30Marian McClure, former Representative District 30
•• Senator Jonathan Senator Jonathan PatonPaton, District 30 , District 30 

•• Representative Daniel Patterson, District 29Representative Daniel Patterson, District 29
•• Representative Nancy Young Wright, District 26 Representative Nancy Young Wright, District 26 

United States Congressman Raul Grijalva
United States Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords



SSSR EndorsementsSSSR Endorsements
Arizona Borderland Democrats  Arizona Borderland Democrats  -- Arizona Herpetological Association Arizona Herpetological Association -- Arizona Native Plant Arizona Native Plant 
SocietySociety--Conservation Committee  Conservation Committee  -- Camel Parts  Camel Parts  -- CaneloCanelo Bistro  Bistro  -- Casita Casita FronteraFrontera -- Center Center 
for Biological Diversity for Biological Diversity -- Center for Environmental Ethics  Center for Environmental Ethics  -- CienegaCienega Watershed Watershed 
Partnership Partnership -- Circle Z Ranch  Circle Z Ranch  -- Citizens Water Action Coalition Citizens Water Action Coalition -- Coalition for Coalition for SonoranSonoran
Desert Protection  Desert Protection  -- Creative Spirit Artists  Creative Spirit Artists  -- Cross Creek Cottages  Cross Creek Cottages  -- DarrellDarrell’’s Designs  s Designs  --
Defenders of Wildlife  Defenders of Wildlife  -- Democrat Club of Santa Rita Area Democrat Club of Santa Rita Area -- The Duquesne House Bed and The Duquesne House Bed and 
Breakfast  Breakfast  -- ElviaElvia’’ss Beauty Salon  Beauty Salon  -- Empire Fagan Coalition  Empire Fagan Coalition  -- The Enchanted Garden  The Enchanted Garden  --
Farmers Investment Company  Farmers Investment Company  -- Friends of Madera Canyon/Defenders of Madera Canyon  Friends of Madera Canyon/Defenders of Madera Canyon  --
Friends of the Jaguar  Friends of the Jaguar  -- Friends of the Santa Cruz River Friends of the Santa Cruz River -- Friends of Scenic Highway 82  Friends of Scenic Highway 82  --
Gathering Grounds  Gathering Grounds  -- Global Arts Gallery  Global Arts Gallery  -- Greenhouse Graphic Design, LLC  Greenhouse Graphic Design, LLC  -- Green Green 
Party of Pima County Party of Pima County -- Groundwater Awareness League Groundwater Awareness League -- JarnacJarnac Observatory  Observatory  -- Kent A. Kent A. 
Solberg Solberg -- La La FronteraFrontera Realty  Realty  -- La Hacienda de La Hacienda de SonoitaSonoita -- La La PalomitaPalomita de Patagonia de Patagonia -- Loren Loren 
Black Black -- Long Realty Long Realty SonoitaSonoita/Patagonia  /Patagonia  -- Maricopa Audubon Maricopa Audubon -- Mariposa Books & More  Mariposa Books & More  --
Mesquite Grove Gallery  Mesquite Grove Gallery  -- Metamorphosis Art Gallery  Metamorphosis Art Gallery  -- Mountain Empire Action Alliance Mountain Empire Action Alliance 
((SonoitaSonoita) ) -- Northern Jaguar Project  Northern Jaguar Project  -- Painted House Studio  Painted House Studio  -- PantanoPantano Christian Church Christian Church 
Motorcycle Group Motorcycle Group -- Patagonia Market Patagonia Market -- Patagonia Area Business Association  Patagonia Area Business Association  -- Perimeter Perimeter 
Bicycling Association of America Bicycling Association of America -- Republicans for Environmental Protection  Republicans for Environmental Protection  -- Saguaro Saguaro 
Eastside Democrats Eastside Democrats -- Santa Rita Abbey Santa Rita Abbey -- Santa Rita Foothills Community Association  Santa Rita Foothills Community Association  --
Save the Santa Cruz Aquifer  Save the Santa Cruz Aquifer  -- Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter -- Sierra Club Rincon Sierra Club Rincon 
Group  Group  -- Singing Valley North Home Owners Association  Singing Valley North Home Owners Association  -- Sky Island Alliance Sky Island Alliance -- SonoranSonoran
Desert Mountain Bicyclists  Desert Mountain Bicyclists  -- Southern AZ Hang Gliding Association  Southern AZ Hang Gliding Association  -- Spirit Tree Inn Bed Spirit Tree Inn Bed 
and Breakfast  and Breakfast  -- Studio Gallery and Lodging  Studio Gallery and Lodging  -- Summit Realty, Inc.  Summit Realty, Inc.  -- TanqueTanque Verde Valley Verde Valley 
Association  Association  -- Tucson Arts Brigade  Tucson Arts Brigade  -- Tucson Audubon Tucson Audubon -- Tucson Orienteering Club  Tucson Orienteering Club  --
Wilderness Society Wilderness Society -- ZopiloteZopilote Press Press 



What is NEPA?What is NEPA?

•• National Environmental Policy Act (1969)National Environmental Policy Act (1969)
•• Requires Analysis of the Environmental Impacts Requires Analysis of the Environmental Impacts 

of projects on Federal Land (FS & BLM)of projects on Federal Land (FS & BLM)
•• Identifies the Environmental, Social and Identifies the Environmental, Social and 

Economic issues related to a proposed project, Economic issues related to a proposed project, 
and analyzes the impactsand analyzes the impacts

•• Identifies alternatives to proposal Identifies alternatives to proposal -- including the including the 
NO ACTION Alternative NO ACTION Alternative -- and selects one and selects one 
preferred alternativepreferred alternative

•• Includes Public Participation and comment Includes Public Participation and comment 
opportunities opportunities 



NEPA AnalysisNEPA Analysis

Rosemont project requires full Environmental 
Impact Statement

Three major steps in EIS process:Three major steps in EIS process:
1.1. Scoping: Public submits concerns (7/14/08) Scoping: Public submits concerns (7/14/08) 
2.2. Draft EIS: Environmental Analysis of project, Draft EIS: Environmental Analysis of project, 

includes alternatives to proposed plan includes alternatives to proposed plan 
including the NO ACTION Alternative, public including the NO ACTION Alternative, public 
comment period comment period (following release no earlier (following release no earlier 
than April, 2010)than April, 2010)

3.3. Final EIS: FS selects final alternative, public Final EIS: FS selects final alternative, public 
comment period, Record of Decisioncomment period, Record of Decision

Appeals and litigation?Appeals and litigation?



1872 Mining Law1872 Mining Law

•• Any individual or corporation can stake a Any individual or corporation can stake a 
mining claim on public land (FS & BLM)mining claim on public land (FS & BLM)

•• Claim is usually 20 acres, and can be Claim is usually 20 acres, and can be 
staked for $170.00, held for $125/yearstaked for $170.00, held for $125/year

•• PPatenting previously allowed the purchase atenting previously allowed the purchase 
of mining claims for $2.50/5.00 per acre. of mining claims for $2.50/5.00 per acre. 
Moratorium on patenting passed in 1994 Moratorium on patenting passed in 1994 
must be voted on each yearmust be voted on each year

•• Puts mining as Highest and Best use of Puts mining as Highest and Best use of 
Public Land!Public Land!



1872 Law: No Environmental Protection1872 Law: No Environmental Protection
or Reclamation Requirements!or Reclamation Requirements!

Relies on State reclamation and environmental lawsRelies on State reclamation and environmental laws



-- To help settle the westTo help settle the west……
-- Passed when mining was done Passed when mining was done 

with a pick and shovelwith a pick and shovel……

-- UlUlysses S. Grant was Presidentysses S. Grant was President……
-- Before Arizona became a stateBefore Arizona became a state……

-- Before women could voteBefore women could vote……

And, although the law hasnAnd, although the law hasn’’t t 
substantially changed, substantially changed, 

mining hasmining has……

1872 Mining Law = Outdated!1872 Mining Law = Outdated!



Modern MiningModern Mining



Status of Local Copper MinesStatus of Local Copper Mines

•• Of companies currently mining copper in Arizona and Of companies currently mining copper in Arizona and 
New Mexico, combined production is only New Mexico, combined production is only running at running at 
50% of capacity50% of capacity, industry experts say., industry experts say.

•• Freeport Freeport McMoRanMcMoRan (Dos (Dos PobresPobres mine) near Safford, AZ mine) near Safford, AZ 
has has lowered production lowered production and the Morenci mine has and the Morenci mine has cut cut 
production in half.production in half.



Rosemont Copper has Rosemont Copper has 
been flooding the been flooding the 
media with PR to make media with PR to make 
us us ““feel goodfeel good”” about about 
the mine, but itthe mine, but it’’s what s what 
theythey’’re re not sayingnot saying
about the mine that we about the mine that we 
should think aboutshould think about……



Impacts from Copper MiningImpacts from Copper Mining

•• Water Water -- Quantity & Quality degradationQuantity & Quality degradation
•• Surface water, Groundwater, SpringsSurface water, Groundwater, Springs

•• Air Air –– dust, blowing toxicsdust, blowing toxics
•• Noise & Lights Noise & Lights –– 24/7 blasting, crushing, trucks24/7 blasting, crushing, trucks
•• Scenic View Scenic View –– Scenic Hwy 83 marred foreverScenic Hwy 83 marred forever
•• Traffic Hazards Traffic Hazards –– huge mine trucks on Hwy 83huge mine trucks on Hwy 83

with school buses, residents & touristswith school buses, residents & tourists
•• Loss of wildlife habitat and movement corridorsLoss of wildlife habitat and movement corridors
•• Decrease in property valuesDecrease in property values
•• Economic losses Economic losses –– impacts to tourism revenuesimpacts to tourism revenues
•• Loss of recreational uses & open spaceLoss of recreational uses & open space



Santa Santa RitasRitas & Rosemont Valley & Rosemont Valley –– From Mt. FaganFrom Mt. Fagan



Impacts to Water Impacts to Water -- Our Most Precious Resource!Our Most Precious Resource!

40% of stream reaches in 40% of stream reaches in 
the headwaters of western the headwaters of western 
watersheds in the United watersheds in the United 
States are polluted by mine States are polluted by mine 
waste waste 
-- The U.S. Environmental Protection The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Agency, Mine Waste TechnologyMine Waste Technology, , 
Feb. 2007Feb. 2007



A plume of sulfates A plume of sulfates 
from the Green Valley from the Green Valley 
mines currently mines currently 
contaminates local contaminates local 
groundwatergroundwater

Water is our most Water is our most 
precious resource in precious resource in 
ArizonaArizona……



Impacts on Water Quality & QuantityImpacts on Water Quality & Quantity
•• Over 20+ years the Rosemont Mine would create at Over 20+ years the Rosemont Mine would create at 

least least 4 square miles 4 square miles of mine and mill waste dumped of mine and mill waste dumped 
at the headwaters of 3 streams in the Rosemont at the headwaters of 3 streams in the Rosemont 
Valley on Coronado National Forest Service landValley on Coronado National Forest Service land
–– Possible Result? Possible Result? 

Toxic runoff and leaching into Davidson Canyon Toxic runoff and leaching into Davidson Canyon 
and and CienegaCienega CreekCreek

•• At a minimum, the mine would use At a minimum, the mine would use 6,000 to 8,000 6,000 to 8,000 
acreacre--ft. per yrft. per yr. of groundwater . of groundwater –– enough for 32,000 enough for 32,000 
people (GV Mines use over 25,000 acre feet/yr)people (GV Mines use over 25,000 acre feet/yr)
–– Possible Result?Possible Result?

Lowered water levels in nearby domestic & Lowered water levels in nearby domestic & 
agricultural wells, and reduction in flow in nearbyagricultural wells, and reduction in flow in nearby
natural springs and creeksnatural springs and creeks



Impacts on Water Quality & QuantityImpacts on Water Quality & Quantity

Rosemont expected to become lake 
when done
But fears are raised it will be toxic
By Tony Davis, Arizona Daily Star, January 17, 2010

•• After the mine is exhausted, a lake will fill the pit, After the mine is exhausted, a lake will fill the pit, 
according to a Rosemont Copper consultantaccording to a Rosemont Copper consultant

•• It will likely be toxic because of acidic compounds It will likely be toxic because of acidic compounds 
formed from sulfides in the underlying rockformed from sulfides in the underlying rock

•• Berkeley Pit in Butte, Montana became a highly Berkeley Pit in Butte, Montana became a highly 
acidic lake and one of the countryacidic lake and one of the country’’s largest s largest 
Superfund sites.Superfund sites.



Impacts on Water Quality & QuantityImpacts on Water Quality & Quantity

AArizona Daily Star rizona Daily Star Article from January 17, 2010Article from January 17, 2010

•• 74 springs and seeps identified within impact area74 springs and seeps identified within impact area

•• Springs in Arizona support wildlife diversitySprings in Arizona support wildlife diversity

•• ““Disappearance of springs could have serious Disappearance of springs could have serious 
consequences for the surrounding ecosystemconsequences for the surrounding ecosystem””

-- Julia Fonseca, Pima County hydrologistJulia Fonseca, Pima County hydrologist



LongLong--term problemterm problem
•• Example:  Example:  NewmontNewmont Mining's Phoenix Project in NevadaMining's Phoenix Project in Nevada

•• Scientists predict the mine will generate acid drainage for Scientists predict the mine will generate acid drainage for 
over 20,000 yearsover 20,000 years
•• EPA predicts that a $33.5 million trust fund would be EPA predicts that a $33.5 million trust fund would be 
required to pay for water treatment in perpetuity. required to pay for water treatment in perpetuity. 
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•Rosemont water use unregulated and 
impacts all other water users

•Rosemont turning high quality 
groundwater into industrial waste.

What Rosemont is not saying:



•• Rosemont is currently recharging in Rosemont is currently recharging in 
Marana with their purchased CAP water, Marana with their purchased CAP water, 
downstreamdownstream of groundwater withdrawalsof groundwater withdrawals

•• Future availability of CAP water is Future availability of CAP water is 
unknown unknown –– excess CAP is projected to be excess CAP is projected to be 
gone ~ 6 or 7 yearsgone ~ 6 or 7 years

Central Arizona Project (CAP)



'12 CAP shortage called likely 
Tony Davis, Arizona Daily Star
January 12, 2010

•• The shortage would reduce supplies sold for recharge The shortage would reduce supplies sold for recharge 
into underground basins for future useinto underground basins for future use

•• Other buyers include mining companies such as Other buyers include mining companies such as 
Rosemont Copper.Rosemont Copper.

•• ““Most of these users would likely be cut, wiped out or Most of these users would likely be cut, wiped out or 
go down to a very small volumego down to a very small volume””

-- Kenneth Kenneth SeasholesSeasholes, CAP policy analyst, CAP policy analyst

Central Arizona Project (CAP)



•• Area private wells are  ~200 Area private wells are  ~200 -- 400 feet 400 feet 
deepdeep

•• Two Augusta wells 1,227 & 1,307 ft deepTwo Augusta wells 1,227 & 1,307 ft deep

Impacts to Sahuarita & Santa Cruz Valley



Evaluated twentyEvaluated twenty--five five 
representative western mines to representative western mines to 
determine whether water quality determine whether water quality 
predictions in the EIS matched predictions in the EIS matched 
water quality impacts after water quality impacts after 
constructionconstruction

73% of mines violated 73% of mines violated 
groundwater or surface groundwater or surface 
water quality standards water quality standards 
when the EIS said they when the EIS said they 

would NOT!would NOT!

2007 2007 KuipersKuipers & & MaestMaest StudyStudy
Comparison of Predicted and Actual Water Quality Impacts Comparison of Predicted and Actual Water Quality Impacts 

at at HardrockHardrock Mines in the WestMines in the West



The Local EconomyThe Local Economy

Potential positive economic benefits from the 
proposed Rosemont project are small in comparison 
to local economy…

• Projected Jobs at Rosemont represent less than 
three-tenths of one percent (0.3%) of total employment 
in Pima & Santa Cruz counties combined for 2005

• Projected Wages/salaries represent approximately 
one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) of total 2005 wages 
and salary in the two counties combined



Economic ImpactsEconomic Impacts
Joe Marlow, senior economist with the Joe Marlow, senior economist with the SonoranSonoran Institute:Institute:

"If the proposed Rosemont mine operations "If the proposed Rosemont mine operations 
displaced only displaced only one percent one percent of travel and tourismof travel and tourism--
related spending in the region, the economic loss related spending in the region, the economic loss 
would be greater than the entire annual payroll of would be greater than the entire annual payroll of 
the minethe mine……

The potential economic benefits of this mine are The potential economic benefits of this mine are 
small compared to the potential significant small compared to the potential significant 
economic risks.economic risks.””

MiningMining’’s potential economic impacts in the Santa Rita and Patagonia s potential economic impacts in the Santa Rita and Patagonia 
Mountains Region of Southeastern Arizona,Mountains Region of Southeastern Arizona, SonoranSonoran Institute Institute 
Economic Study, December 2007Economic Study, December 2007



Loss of Recreational UsesLoss of Recreational Uses

Bicycling, Hiking, Camping, Equestrian activities, Picnicking, Bicycling, Hiking, Camping, Equestrian activities, Picnicking, 
Photography, Birding, Caving, Hang Gliding, Rock Hounding, Photography, Birding, Caving, Hang Gliding, Rock Hounding, 

Wildlife study, OffWildlife study, Off--road vehicles, Amateur Astronomy, road vehicles, Amateur Astronomy, 
Botany, Botany, GeocachingGeocaching, Orienteering, Running, Hunting , Orienteering, Running, Hunting 







Help us keep the Rosemont Valley like this!Help us keep the Rosemont Valley like this!



NOT THIS!NOT THIS!



Thank you!Thank you!
Save the Scenic Santa Save the Scenic Santa RitasRitas
8987 E. 8987 E. TanqueTanque Verde #309Verde #309--157157
Tucson, AZ 85749Tucson, AZ 85749

520520--445445--66156615

lisa@scenicsantaritas.orglisa@scenicsantaritas.org

lainie@scenicsantaritas.orglainie@scenicsantaritas.org

www.ScenicSantaRitas.orgwww.ScenicSantaRitas.org


